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) Ensure that the region as a whole
provides neighborhoods and
communities that match the market
demands anticipated in the future.

Investment Framework
The mvestment framework associated with this
scenario would include:

. An emphasis on mobility choices such
as walking and biking in downtowns
and new centers around the region;

. An emphasis on mobility choices
between these centers, including
trails/paths, public transportation (bus,
streetcar, light rail and commuter rail)
and routes for travel by car;

. Use of natural areas to differentiate
communities as they grow;

. Provision of urban levels of service in
existing communities and focused on
their downtowns;

. Extension of urban services and
facilities to new areas, but to centers
where this infrastructure can be
clustered efficiently rather than to

large areas of low intensity development;  Expzpjt 13: Diverse, Distinct Communities Diagram
and

Vision North Texas
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. The potential for outlying communities to include economic growth related to alternative energy generation from wind or solar sources.

This scenario also provides for the same level of population and job growth as the ‘business as usual scenario’. This scenario would involve growth in outlying parts
of the region. Unlike the ‘business as usual’ scenario, this growth would be focused around existing downtowns and town centers and would occur with a mix of

uses and at moderate development intensities. This scenario 1s similar to the 2005 ‘Polycentric’ scenario.

- Vision North Texas

Regional Choices for North Texas -
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Green Region

Vision North Texas began a ‘greenprinting’ process with the first of the four subregional workshops. Greenprinting is a process that uses geographic information
systems (GIS) to assemble demographic and geographic data; this information is then combined with stakeholder input to develop a set of shared open space
priorities within the context of regional growth and development. A set of greenprint goals has been developed and confirmed through the input of stakeholders at
each of the four workshops. Many of the workshop groups emphasized green development or natural assets as the foundation for future regional growth. Exhibit
14 depicts one group’s idea of a green region, with floodplain areas among those without development. Exhibit 15 shows a draft diagram of this concept.

Physical Development Pattern

This scenario reflects these ideas. It includes:

e  An mnitial identification of natural assets and
open spaces that create a ‘green infrastructure’
for the region and that should be protected or
enhanced;

e  Support for development in communities
where residents can enjoy the green assets
envisioned by Vision North Texas
stakeholders;

e An emphasis on the inclusion of natural areas
in the development pattern in all parts of the
region;

o The use of tools such as the transfer of
development rights (TDR) to protect natural
areas while enabling property owners to benefit
from previously-approved development
ntensity;

e  Provision for new jobs and neighborhood areas
that can benefit from these green assets;

e Support for green jobs - economic
development based on the area’s natural assets,
continuing agricultural uses and eco-tourism;
and Exhibit 14: Subregional Workshop Results: Example of Green Region Scenario

e An emphasis on reducing the region’s carbon
footprint even as its population and job base expand.

I vision North Texas Regional Choices for North Texas -
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Investment Framework

The mnvestment framework associated with this
scenario would include:

e An initial design of green infrastructure
to serve the region’s needs for parks and
trail connections and for storm water
management and other needs;

e A strong emphasis on networks for non-
auto mobility options;

e The use of alternative energy sources,
LEED building and conservation to
reduce the region’s energy consumption
needs;

e An emphasis on water conservation and
demand reduction above current levels
as a strategy to meet the region’s needs;

and
e A greater emphasis on public
mfrastructure design, materials and o /
locations that reduce the region’s carbon
footprint.

This scenario also provides for the same level of

population and job growth as the ‘business as

usual scenario’. While much of the region’s Exhibit 15: Green Region Diagram
development might occur within the existing urban

fabric, some development of free-standing ‘green communities’ will occur in outlying areas as well.

- Vision North Texas Regional Choices for North Texas -





